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The contemporary moral philosophy course enables those students who have already successfully 
completed PHI 110 ethics with a ‘C’ or better to delve deeper into the ethical issues that currently 
face our society.  Topics include but are not limited to:  the ethics of immigration; cloning and genetic 
enhancement; war, terrorism, and torture; the environment, consumption and climate change; and 
hate speech and censorship.   
 

This course is a study of moral issues confronting men and women and the ethical arguments 
provided by them.  Topics include controversial issues such as drugs, euthanasia, war, social 
engineering, punishment of criminals, and the potential answers provided by contemporary and 
historical philosophers. 
 

(Credit level PHI 110 Minimum Grade of C or Credit level PHI 110 Minimum Grade of TC) 
 
*Online/Hybrid courses require students to complete the DLi Online Student Orientation prior to 
completing an online course.  The DLi Online Student Orientation can be found in WaveNet, under 
the My Student tab. 

https://ssb.hgtc.edu/PROD/bwckctlg.p_display_courses?term_in=201710&one_subj=PHI&sel_subj=&sel_crse_strt=110&sel_crse_end=110&sel_levl=&sel_schd=&sel_coll=&sel_divs=&sel_dept=&sel_attr=
https://ssb.hgtc.edu/PROD/bwckctlg.p_display_courses?term_in=201710&one_subj=PHI&sel_subj=&sel_crse_strt=110&sel_crse_end=110&sel_levl=&sel_schd=&sel_coll=&sel_divs=&sel_dept=&sel_attr=
http://hortec.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=51560
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As the focus of this course is right conduct, students are to study and follow the College’s Guidelines 
for Classroom Decorum.  The guidelines serve as the College’s code of conduct and involve principles 
of respect and responsibility appropriate for learning in a college setting. 

 Show respect for others. (give complete attention and listen while others are talking, avoid 
arguing with instructor and classmates, avoid confrontation with others during classroom 
discussions, respect the opinions of others, keep conversations and questions focused on 
relevant course issues, avoid threatening behavior toward students and professors, use 
appropriate language, turn off electronic devices such as cell phones and pagers while in 
class)  

 Engage in classroom activities. (avoid sleeping, actively participate, avoid doing personal 
work or other class assignments, exhibit positive attitude and interest in the class, use 
personal computers for note-taking only.)  

 Exhibit respect for college property. (use equipment with care, avoid eating and drinking in 
classrooms where prohibited, keep desk areas neat and clean, be in classroom at the start 
of class and stay until class is over.)  

 Take ownership and responsibility for one’s learning. (complete assignments, be prepared 
to participate in learning, put forth effort to learn, ask questions, take responsibility for 
one’s own actions, maintain scholastic honesty.)  

 Show respect for authority. (exhibit cooperation with the professor, avoid comments that 
show disrespect for the professor and their knowledge, select appropriate times to inquire 
about academic performance which may be outside the classroom, complete assignments 
on time and as directed by the professor, address professors as “professor” or Mr. or Mrs. 
and not by first name or last name.) 

 

As a matter of courtesy to other students and your professor, please turn off cell phones and other 
communication/entertainment devices before class begins. If you are monitoring for an emergency, 
please notify your professor prior to class and switch cell phone ringers to vibrate. 

 
 
Student Code of Conduct Summary for Faculty 
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Classroom conduct: It is the responsibility of faculty to clearly communicate classroom expectations 
early in the semester. If, after that communication, students are unwilling to comply with 
expectations and have been notified of the unacceptability of such conduct, faculty should: 

 First offense of disruptive behavior-Dismiss student from class “for a period” until discussion 
concerning acceptable conduct and next steps can occur between faculty and student. 
Student should not be readmitted to class until such discussion occurs. 

 Second offense of disruptive behavior-Dismiss student from class (or request Public Safety 
assistance for removal) for written referral to Chief Student Services Officer (Ms. Melissa 
Batten) for disciplinary follow up.  
 

Academic Misconduct: Cheating, plagiarism, collusion, et al. 
 Professor must meet with student to discuss allegation and evidence upon which it is based. 

The student must be given the opportunity to refute the allegation.  
 If academic misconduct is substantiated to the Professor’s satisfaction, the Professor notifies 

the student of the sanction to be imposed, consisting of one of the following: 
o Assign a grade of zero to the test, assignment, etc. involved in the academic 

misconduct.  
o Assign a failing grade for the course (with consultation on student academic options 

including the appeal process)   
o Require the student to withdraw from the course 

Within five (5) working days of the meeting with the student, the Professor must provide a written 
explanation of the incident and any sanction imposed to the Chief Instructional Office. Please also 
notify the CSSO, as the CSSO serves as the CIO designee for appeal processing.  
 
Online/Hybrid courses:  
NETIQUETTE is the term commonly used to refer to conventions adopted by Internet users on the web, 
mailing lists, public forums, and in live chat focused on online communications etiquette.  For more 
information regarding Netiquette expectations for distance learning courses, please visit: Online 
Netiquette. 

1.  Define and employ the basic vocabulary of ethics. 
 
2.  Identify ethical issues and concepts in contemporary discussions of social issues. 
 
3.  Explain, analyze, compare and contrast the answers that utilitarian, deontological, and 
rights-based moral theories provide to contemporary social issues. 
 
4.  Use utilitarian, deontological, and rights-based moral theories in an analysis of social issues 
beyond those covered specifically in the course. 
 

http://www.hgtc.edu/academics/distance_learning/netiquette.html
http://www.hgtc.edu/academics/distance_learning/netiquette.html


Dec 2018 

5.  Explain how the universality and equality required in an ethical point of view are distinct 
from a strictly legal, religious, or self-interested perspective. 
 
6.  Identify the important values at stake in contemporary ethical issues.  
 
7.  Develop and state an individual ethical perspective on contemporary issues. 
 
8.  Demonstrate an understanding of what constitutes reasoned moral argument addressed to 
a pluralistic audience. 
 
9.  Participate in group and class discussions on ethical issues. 
 
10. Practice toleration of opposing viewpoints with an emphasis on analyzing ethical issues 
from contrasting perspectives. 

 

Students’ performance will be assessed and the weight associated with the various 
measures/artifacts are listed below.  
 
 
Exams (2 to 5 Exams  
including Final  
Exam if applicable)                       40%-100% 
Quizzes/Assignments/ 
Discussions    10%-25%                  
Papers/Projects/Portfolios  10%-25% 
Class participation   0%-10% 
 
Total (must add up to 100%)         
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https://www.hgtc.edu/academics/academiccalendars.html
http://www.hgtc.edu/sstc
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http://libguides.hgtc.edu/sstc
http://libguides.hgtc.edu/wavenetcentral
http://www.hgtc.edu/wavenetcentral
http://www.hgtc.edu/admissions/testing_center/
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