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Vertebrates are the basic component of management in the Southeastern US.  This course will help 
students understand and identify vertebrate animals by appearance and calls.  The biology and 
ecology of vertebrates will also be studied.

This course includes the taxonomic classification, identification, geographic range, and biology of fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals native to South Carolina and the Southeast. 

http://hortec.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=51560
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I. Introduction to Vertebrates 
 Materials Covered: Hand Out on Vertebrates 
 *Assessment: Combined Test with Fishes 
 Learning Outcomes: 
 i. Describe the similarities of all vertebrates with characteristics 
 ii. Learn Broad Nomenclature/Taxonomy 
 iii. Explain Overall Diversity/Distribution of vertebrates 
 
II. Fishes 
 Materials Covered: Hand Out on Fishes 
 *Assessment: Combined Test with Introduction and Fish Group Project 
 Learning Outcomes: 
 i. Origin/Evolution of Fishes 
 ii. Fish characteristics 
 iii. Fish Nomenclature/Taxonomy 
 iv. Specific Identification 
 v. Fish Ecology 
 
III. Amphibians 
 Materials Covered: Amphibian Hand Out and Amphibians Section of Field Guide  
 *Assessment: Test, Call Quiz, and Amphibian Group Project 
 Learning Outcomes: 
 i. Origin/Evolution of Amphibians 
 ii. Amphibian characteristics 
 iii. Amphibian Nomenclature/Taxonomy 
 iv. Specific Identification  
 v. Amphibian Ecology 
 
IV. Reptiles 
 Materials Covered: Reptile Hand Out and Reptiles Section of Field Guide  
 *Assessment: Test, and Reptile Group Project 
 Learning Outcomes: 
 i. Origin/Evolution of Reptiles 
 ii. Reptile characteristics 
 iii. Reptile Nomenclature/Taxonomy 
 iv. Specific Identification  
 v. Reptile Ecology 
 
V. Birds 
 Materials Covered: Birds Hand Out and Eastern Birds Field Guide  
 *Assessment: Test, Call Quizzes, and Bird Group Project 
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 Learning Outcomes: 
 i. Origin/Evolution of Birds 
 ii. Bird characteristics 
 iii. Bird Nomenclature/Taxonomy 
 iv. Specific Identification  
 v. Bird Ecology 
 
VI. Mammals 
 Materials Covered: Mammals Hand Out and North America Mammals Field Guide  
 *Assessment: Test, and Mammal Group Project 
 Learning Outcomes: 
 i. Origin/Evolution of Mammals 
 ii. Mammal characteristics 
 iii. Mammal Nomenclature/Taxonomy 
 iv. Specific Identification 
 v. Mammal Ecology 

 

Tests     50% 
Projects    35% 
Quizzes    15% 
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https://www.hgtc.edu/academics/academiccalendars.html
http://www.hgtc.edu/sstc
http://libguides.hgtc.edu/sstc
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