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Unit I 
Materials Covered:  Chapters 1and 2 
*Assessment(s): Complete class review activities. 
 Unit Test 
  
Learning Outcomes: 
1. Define ethics and distinguish between two main kinds of ethics rules. 
2. Identify potential ethical problems involving family law cases and how to avoid them. 
3. Identify the various methods of fee agreements available to a family law attorney when 

accepting a case. 
4. Know how to draft a retainer and/or fee agreement in a domestic matter. 
5. Prepare a comprehensive domestic client questionnaire. 
6. Identify and discuss the paralegal’s role in the initial client interview involving a domestic 

matter and the ethical considerations involved; 
7. Distinguish between cohabitation, premarital, post-nuptial, and separation agreements. 
8. Identify the standards a court will use to determine whether a premarital agreement is legal. 
 
Unit 2 
Materials Covered:  Chapters 3 and 4 
*Assessment(s): Complete class review activities. 

http://www.hgtc.edu/academics/distance_learning/netiquette.html
http://www.hgtc.edu/academics/distance_learning/netiquette.html
http://www.hgtc.edu/academics/distance_learning/netiquette.html
http://www.hgtc.edu/academics/distance_learning/netiquette.html


Dec 2018 

 Unit Test 
Learning Outcomes: 
1. Identify the requirements for a valid marriage, traditionally and in SC. 

2. Describe the legal consequences of marriage upon the spouse 

3. Explain the concept of common law marriage and apply the elements required for a judicial 

determination of common law status in SC. 

4. State the difference between a marriage and a civil union. 
5. Distinguish between annulment, divorce and legal separation. 

Unit 3 
Materials Covered:  Chapters 5 and 6 
*Assessment(s): Complete class review activities. 
 Unit Test 
Learning Outcomes: 
1. Discuss the most common grounds for divorce and identify those available in SC. 

2. Determine the proper court and venue in which to file an action for divorce. 

3. Draft a complaint for divorce. 

4. Discuss the purpose of interlocutory relief in family court and the types of relief available. 

5. Distinguish between marital and non-marital or separate property. 

6. State the function of a qualified domestic relations order. 

7. Prepare a financial declaration. 

8. Identify the types of information sought in divorce litigation and the discovery techniques used 

to obtain such information. 

9. Describe the types of alimony available to a spouse and the factors considered in determining 

the appropriateness of each in SC. 

10. Prepare a settlement agreement and final order. 

Unit 4 
Materials Covered:  Chapters 7 and 8 
*Assessment(s): Complete class review activities. 
 Unit Test 
Learning Outcomes: 
1. Discuss the criteria for determining the custody of a child. 
2. State the tender years doctrine/presumption and its viability under today’s laws. 
3. Determine the appropriate amount of child support, utilizing the SC Department of Social 

Services Guidelines. 
4. Discuss the law relating to visitation rights of the non-custodial parent. 
5. Describe the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act. 
6. Describe the procedures for enforcement of orders awarding custody, alimony and child 

support both in and out of state and the laws enacted to facilitate such enforcement. 
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Unit 5 
Materials Covered:  Chapters 12 and 13 
*Assessment(s): Complete class review activities. 
 Unit Test 
Learning Outcomes: 
7. Explain emancipation and ae of majority. 
8. Know the parameters within which the state can terminate a parent’s right. 
9. Discuss the laws relating to legitimacy and paternity. 
10. Define neglect and abuse. 
11. List and describe the following four types of adoption:  agency, independent, black market, 

and equitable.  
12. Find and follow rules relating to adoption in SC. 
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