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COURSE PREFIX:  HIS 202    COURSE TITLE: American History: Discovery-1877 
 
CONTACT HOURS:  3     CREDIT HOURS:  3 
 
RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE: 
This course is designed to introduce students to the origins of American culture from the pre-
Columbian age, through the Colonial, Revolutionary, Early National, and Antebellum periods, as well 
as the Civil War and Reconstruction.  Through this introduction, students will gain a greater 
appreciation and understanding of today’s society.  Students will learn to read for comprehension 
and demonstrate the ability to fashion individual interpretation of historical data. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
This course is a survey of U.S. history from discovery to 1877. This course includes political, social, 
economic, and intellectual developments during this period. 
 
PREREQUISITES:  (COMPASS Reading 85 and COMPASS Writing 78) or ( ACCUPLACER Reading Comp 
075 and ACCUPLACER Sentence Skills 081) or ( New ACCUPLACER Reading Comp 250 and New 
ACCUPLACER Sentence Skills 250) or ( COMPANION Reading 075 and COMPANION Sentence Skills 
081) or SAT Critical Reading 480 or ( ACT English 19 and ACT Reading 19) or (Credit level ENG 100 
Minimum Grade of C* or Credit level ENG 155 Minimum Grade of C or Credit level ENG 155 Minimum 
Grade of TC or Credit level ENG 101 Minimum Grade of C or Credit level ENG 101 Minimum Grade of 
TC) or ( Multiple Measures English 1) 

https://ssb.hgtc.edu/PROD/bwckctlg.p_display_courses?term_in=201810&one_subj=ENG&sel_subj=&sel_crse_strt=100&sel_crse_end=100&sel_levl=&sel_schd=&sel_coll=&sel_divs=&sel_dept=&sel_attr=
https://ssb.hgtc.edu/PROD/bwckctlg.p_display_courses?term_in=201810&one_subj=ENG&sel_subj=&sel_crse_strt=155&sel_crse_end=155&sel_levl=&sel_schd=&sel_coll=&sel_divs=&sel_dept=&sel_attr=
https://ssb.hgtc.edu/PROD/bwckctlg.p_display_courses?term_in=201810&one_subj=ENG&sel_subj=&sel_crse_strt=155&sel_crse_end=155&sel_levl=&sel_schd=&sel_coll=&sel_divs=&sel_dept=&sel_attr=
https://ssb.hgtc.edu/PROD/bwckctlg.p_display_courses?term_in=201810&one_subj=ENG&sel_subj=&sel_crse_strt=101&sel_crse_end=101&sel_levl=&sel_schd=&sel_coll=&sel_divs=&sel_dept=&sel_attr=
https://ssb.hgtc.edu/PROD/bwckctlg.p_display_courses?term_in=201810&one_subj=ENG&sel_subj=&sel_crse_strt=101&sel_crse_end=101&sel_levl=&sel_schd=&sel_coll=&sel_divs=&sel_dept=&sel_attr=
http://hortec.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=51560
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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES and ASSESSMENTS*: 
Specific chapters, depth of coverage, organization of the units, and assessment tools may vary from instructor 
to instructor.  
 
*Please see the Instructor’s Course Information Sheet for information on how the Instructor will organize 
the textbook materials, and what assessment methods he/she will use to assess student progress through 
these established Course Learning Outcomes.        

 
STUDENT COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
1. Synthesize historical events, individuals, societies, issues, and theories in American history from 

Discovery to 1865. 
2. Analyze historical events, individuals, societies, issues, and theories in American history from 

Discovery to 1865. 
3. Participate in group discussions on historical issues, individuals, and/or events in American 

history   from Discovery to 1865. 
4. Write research-based position papers, inquiries, and written assignments using library resources  

including computer data bases and search engines. 
5. Integrate important and relevant current events into the context of American history from 

Discovery to 1865. 
6. Use a variety of historical maps in synthesizing and analyzing American history from Discovery to 

1865. 
7. State factually based opinions about individuals, issues and events in American history from 

Discovery to 1865. 
8. Define and use historical terms relative to American history from Discovery to 1865. 
9. Identify major political, religious, and social figures in American history from Discovery to 1865. 

http://www.hgtc.edu/academics/distance_learning/netiquette.html
http://www.hgtc.edu/academics/distance_learning/netiquette.html
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10. Explain causes, results, and implications of major events in American history from Discovery to 
1865. 

11. Question the past, the present, and the future of American civilization and state an opinion about 
the reasons WHY the forces of events and individuals make history. 

12. Foster character growth by listening, reading, following instructional guidelines and by team 
sharing. 

 
COURSE OUTLINE 

 
UNIT ONE:  The original North American Inhabitants and early European settlement 
1. Examine the initial settlements of the Americas and their civilizations. 
2. Using political, social, and economic data, describe Native American Civilization prior to European 

contact. 
3. Describe the economic, religious, and imperialistic incentives for European exploration. 
4. Compare and contrast French, English, Spanish, Portuguese, and Dutch explorations and 

settlements in North America. 
 
UNIT TWO:  From Empire to Revolution and Independence 
1. Using political, social, and economic data, compare and contrast the early Virginia and 

Massachusetts settlements. 
2. Describe the impact of Puritanism in the New England colonies and the role of religious tolerance 

in Maryland, Rhode Island, and Pennsylvania. 
3. Describe the evolution of Colonial governments from their initial years of settlement through 

their conversions to royal Colonies. 
4. Describe the causes and results of the French and Indian War. 
5. Explain both American and British views on the following:  the Proclamation of 1763, Sugar Act, 

Declaratory Act, Quartering Act, and the Coercive Acts. 
6. Describe the political, social, and economic reasons for the convening of the Continental 

Congresses. 
7. Explain the significance of the following battles:  Lexington, Concord, Kings Mountain, Saratoga 

and Yorktown. 
8. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the government under the Articles of Confederation. 
9. Explain the differing views of our founding fathers concerning the ratification of the Constitution. 
10. Using political, social, and economic data compare and contrast the ideas of Thomas Jefferson 

and Alexander Hamilton. 
 
UNIT THREE:  The Development of Republicanism Nationalism and the Rise of Sectionalism 
1. Describe Jefferson’s presidency and explain the importance of the Louisiana Purchase.  
2. Explain the conflicts between the United States and Great Britain including: failure to comply with 

the Treaty of Paris, impressments, Orders of Council, Embargo Act of 1807, and the War of 1812. 
3. Describe the Hartford Convention and its impact on the political party system of the United 
States. 
4. Explain the impact on U. S. history of the cotton gin and the Missouri Compromise. 
5. Using political, social, and economic data, examine the life and career of Andrew Jackson as an 

example of the creation of a uniquely American culture. 
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UNIT FOUR:  Manifest Destiny and the Dynamics of political, social, and economic growth 
1. Using political, social, and economic status, describe the philosophy of Manifest Destiny. 
2. Using political, social, and economic data, explain the role slavery played in the development of 

the North East, the South, and the West from 1820-1860. 
3. Explain how the messages of the Second Great Awakening aided social reform movements 

including:  Temperance, women’s rights, and Abolitionism. 
4. Discuss the political, social, and economic effects of the Mexican American war, the Wilmot 

Proviso, and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on United States history. 
 
UNIT FIVE:  The Crisis of Union, the Civil War and Reconstruction   
1. Describe the political, social, and economic effects of the Compromise of 1850. 
2. Examine the institution of American slavery form 1850-1860 from the viewpoint of:  a northerner, 

southerner, and westerner. 
3. Explain Popular Sovereignty and the role of “Bleeding Kansas” in US history, 1850-1858. 
4. Examine Uncle Toms Cabin, the Dred Scott decision, and John Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry and 

their impact on the sectional conflict, 1854-1860. 
5. Examine the rise and success of the Republican party. 
6. Explain three main theories for the onset of the Civil War in 1861. 
7. Examine Northern and Southern military strategies, successes and failures of the Civil Ware. 
8. Describe the policies of Lincoln from Emancipation Proclamation to his policy of Amnesty and 

Reconstruction. 
9. Explain the differences between President Johnson and the Radical Republicans 1866-68. 
10. Describe the 13, 14, and 15th Amendments and explain reasons for their implementation. 
11. Using political, social, and economic data, answer the question:  Was Reconstruction, successful? 
12. Describe the Compromise of 1877. 
 

 

All tangible measurements used for assessment of student course learning outcomes are at the 
discretion of the instructor and should be specifically outlined by the instructor. Suggested 
methods appropriate for this course can include but are not limited to the following: discussion 
questions, assignments, portfolios, written comprehensive exams, papers and group projects.  
 

EVALUATION OF REQUIRED COURSE MEASURES/ARTIFACTS 
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Grade Evaluations 
 
Final grade averages include the following:  
Exams:       40-60%  
Quizzes, Papers, Projects:    20-60%  
Participation:        0-10% 
Discussion/Assignments:     20-60%  
  Total Must Add up to     100% 
 
*Students, for the specific number and type of evaluations, please refer to the Instructor’s Course 
Information Sheet. 
 
GRADING SYSTEM: 
      
Please note the College adheres to a 10 point grading scale A = 100 – 90, B = 89- 80, C = 79 – 70, D = 
69 – 60, F = 59 and below.  You must have your Dean’s approval if changes in the scale are made. 

https://www.hgtc.edu/academics/academiccalendars.html
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http://www.hgtc.edu/sstc
http://libguides.hgtc.edu/sstc
http://libguides.hgtc.edu/wavenetcentral
http://www.hgtc.edu/wavenetcentral
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http://www.hgtc.edu/admissions/testing_center/
mailto:Jacquelyne.Snyder@hgtc.edu
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