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PART I: COURSE INFORMATION 

 
Effective Term:  Fall 2017/Spring 2018/Summer 2018  
 
COURSE PREFIX: ENG 236   COURSE TITLE: African American Literature 
 
CONTACT HOURS: 3    CREDIT HOURS:  3 
 
RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE: 
In English 236, students will read and study important African American authors.  They will 
examine some of the earliest works of slaves, the great writers that shaped abolition and the 
civil rights battles, and some of the modern exemplars of literature in America.  They will come 
to understand W.E.B. DuBois’s idea of a “dual consciousness,” where African Americans have 
been forced to always view themselves through the lens of the dominant European culture.  
They will see how the struggle for literacy, one of the most stringent prohibitions of the 
slaveholders, ultimately lead to power over their situation.  They will also learn some of the 
enduring elements of African culture, and how those things have contributed to a rich historic 
heritage.  Students will demonstrate their knowledge of African American Literature through 
tests and quizzes, Discussion Board posts, and a major research paper. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This course is a critical study of African American literature examined from historical, social, and 
psychological perspectives. 

  

PREREQUISITES/CO-REQUISITES: 
Credit level ENG 102 Minimum Grade of C or Credit level ENG 102 Minimum Grade of TC 

Communications Department Policy requires that students taking any 200 level English course 
have passed both English 101 and English 102 with a C grade or better and have a solid, 
fundamental understanding of writing a polished, collegiate level researched essay. If it has 
been a long while since the freshman composition classes have been taken, it is advisable to 
purchase a text on the fundamentals of research paper construction. 

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
 

Textbooks:  Students will need a copy of Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass, a copy of Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God, and 
a copy of Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon.  These books may be obtained very cheaply 
from Barnesandnoble.com, Amazon.com and other sites.  Alternatively, they may 
consider using the PASCAL service from the library.  It will not matter which editions 



they get.  Other essays and excerpts will be provided by the instructor. 
 
 
Instructors may choose to add additional supplemental texts. 
 
 
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS: 
Access to Desire2Learn (D2L), HGTC’s student portal for course materials. 
WaveNet and D2L email access 

PART II: STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES and ASSESSMENTS*: 
 
For each literary period, students will accomplish the following: 
 

1. Identify authors and works over the history of African American literature. Identify 
authors and key historical concepts during class discussions and in writing on quizzes, 
discussion board posts, exams and/or homework assignments. Connect authors and 
their works to the larger racial struggles. 

2. Analyze or explicate major cultural ideas and their connections to pertinent literature 
orally and in writing. 

3. Defend original interpretations or analysis with relevant evidence from primary and/or 
secondary sources. 

4. Synthesize several interpretations or analyses in focused, coherent essays or discussion 
posts that conform to MLA guidelines. 

5. Conduct research of secondary sources of literary criticism. 
6. Synthesize research into coherent essays focused on a clear thesis. 

 
SUGGESTED REQUIRED COURSE MEASURES/ARTIFACTS: 
 

The student will be able to describe, analyze and explain the historical and cultural 
perspectives, the major forms, works and significant writers of the African American 
literary canon in unit exams and quizzes, research papers, tests, discussion postings. 

 
General Education Outcomes 
 
This course fulfills the following General Education Outcomes. Upon completion of this course, 
students will be able to: 
x Communicate effectively; 
x Possess problem solving skills/think critically; 
  Display ethical and professional behavior in a multicultural environment; 
x Exhibit proficient use of technology; and, 
x Demonstrate effective information literacy.  
 



 
 
 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MEASURES/ARTIFACTS: 
 

The student will describe, analyze and explain the characteristics, major writers and 
major cultural characteristics of African American Literature via tests and a major 
research essay. 

 

PART III: GRADING AND ASSESSMENT 
 
EVALUATION 
 
English 236 Assignments* 

Quiz Average       15 %*   

In-class writing/participation/Discussion Board Posts 15%* 

Midterm Examination      25%* 

Final Examination                           25%* 

Major Research Paper      20%* 

Total                100% 

     

*This is an estimate; individual instructors may deviate from these weights. Please check 
instructor syllabus. 
 
 
GRADING SYSTEM: 
 
HGTC has a standardized grading scale for academic courses. The grading scale is: 
 
A: 90-100     B: 80-89     C: 70-79     D: 60-69     F: Below 60 
 
Grades earned in courses impact academic progression and financial aid status.  Before 
withdrawing from a course, be sure to talk with your instructor and financial aid counselor 
about the implications of that course of action.  Ds, Fs, Ws, WFs and Is also negatively impact 
academic progression and financial aid status. 
 
The Add/Drop Period is the first 5 days of the semester for full term classes.  Add/Drop periods 
are shorter for accelerated format courses.  The following week of the semester is Financial Aid 
Attendance Verification period.  You must attend at least one meeting of all of your classes 
during that period.  If you do not, you will be dropped from the course(s) and your Financial Aid 
will be reduced accordingly. 
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