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Dental assistants must recognize their role as health professionals in regard to supportive duties in dental 
radiography. They must be efficient and well-trained in all aspects of the federal and state laws governing 
radiographic exposure, patient and room preparation, patient management and exposure safety and 
techniques, operator safety, and receptor processing. In order to safely expose patient to radiation, the dental 
assistant must also understand the process of how x-rays are generated as well as being versatile in their abilities 
to adapt exposure techniques based the conditions the patients present for radiographic exposure. Therefore 
upon completion of this course, the Expanded Duty Dental Assisting student will be competent to perform the 
following: 

1) Discuss the history and characteristics of x-radiation 

2) Apply proper measures of radiation protection for both the patient and operator in the clinical 
setting and how radiation effects living tissue. 

3) Discuss preparation of the radiography room and equipment with the proper barriers for 
infection control and remove and clean the room when finished exposing radiographs to prevent 
cross contamination 

4) Discuss the exposure of diagnostically acceptable intraoral radiographs using bisecting angle 
technique and paralleling technique on a manikin 

5) Discuss and demonstrate the use of various receptor holders such as, Rinn instruments, Snap-A-
Ray, Stabe holder and bitewing tabs and loops, ets… 

6) Understand and demonstrate how to expose diagnostically acceptable panoramic radiographs 
7) Discuss the process of developing and duplicating radiographic films 
8) Recognize normal anatomical structures when shown an intraoral or extraoral radiograph 
9) Demonstrate the process of mounting x-ray films  
10) Discuss the ethical issues associated with dental radiography. 
11) Complete 2 full-mouth series radiographs on patients to competency.  
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